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OLIVIERO ARZUFFI

DEAR POPE FRANCIS
Letter from a divorced man

The book, written in the form of an
open-letter, sets out as a pamphlet
addressed directly to the present
Pope Francis, so that the Catholic
Church could face, with evangelical
coherence, the problem of separated
and divorced Christians, who are at
the moment ghettoized by the ecclesial community, deprived of the holy
communion and excluded from both
teaching and the liturgical activities.
The booklet, written using a simple
and immediate style, starts from the
author's personal experience and
extends its considerations to the exegetic and theological field about the
problem of the divorce among worshippers and their possible new marriages. The patent intent of the letter
is to give to the responsibles of the
Catholic Church clear indications
about pains and inconveniences of
the divorced and re-married people
who want to remain in communion
with the religion they belong to, and at
the same time to suggest, according
to the sacred texts, means of escape
from the current unfair discrimination
which comes from the applicable clerical discipline, that causes problems
for the clergy itself in very close contact with observants.
The book ends with some remarks
that, starting from a possible solution

of the problem of the religious belonging of the divorced, reshape a new
way for the Church to think of itself in
positive relationship with contemporary world and the experiences of the
people. Considering the urgency and
the vastness of the problem affecting
millions of couples in Italy alone, a
book that deal at the same time with
the problem from both the existential,
the exegetic-doctrinal and the pastoral point of view, may represent a significant support for a reflection and
for a desired and long awaited changing.
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